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ABSTRACT 
 
The objective of this research was to know the influence of using authentic 
material towards students` tenses mastery. This research was conducted at 
SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Way Sulan 1 Lampung Selatan in 2015/2016. The 
writer conducted this research by using quasi-experimental method. The 
sample of this research were 2 classes, they were VIII
A
 as the experimental 
class and VIII
B
 as the control class. The writer used cluster random sampling 
technique in taking the sample. For the data collecting technique, the writer 
used tenses test. This research showed that there was a significant influence 
of authentic material towards students’ tenses mastery at the eighth class of 
SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Way Sulan Lampung Selatan 2015/2016. It was 
proved by the result of ttest was higher than ttable with significance level 5% 
and 1% (1.67<2.51>2.39). It can be concluded that the authentic material has 
positive significant influence in improving students’ tenses mastery. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Tense has very important effect in studying a language. Tenses should 
be mastered by the students, not only in the classroom, but also the students 
should be able to use it in real communication out of the class. In learning 
tenses, the students often find difficulties in learning and mastering tenses. 
The students are confused because there are many forms of tenses that should 
be mastered by them. Most of the students found difficulties in using each 
tenses when they want to construct the words. In other side, the teacher also 
cannot deliver the material clearly. Perhaps, it is because of the teacher does 
not use appropriate technique and interesting media in the classroom.  
Based on the writer’s preliminary research at SMP Muhammadiyah 1 
WAY SULAN Lampung Selatan, the writer found that the students’ tenses 
mastery needs to be increased. The students often found difficulties in 
expressing their ideas in spoken or written. The students also felt confused 
how to use appropriate words or tenses. Media also takes a part in teaching 
and learning process. The teacher should use various media in delivering the 
material so that the students will enjoy the learning process. In this case, the 
writer is going to solve the problems by applying authentic material as media 
in teaching tenses. 
Authentic material is the text used in a real life by native speaker. It is 
not created as learning purposes but it can be used in learning process. The 
examples of authentic material are advertisement, magazine, newspaper, 
hotel reservation, and song lyrics. Indirectly, the students will be closer in 
real life conversation. It is supported by Gebhard (2006:105) who states 
“Authentic material can reinforce for students the direct relation between the 
language classroom and outside the world”.  
The students will enjoy the learning process. The students will not feel 
that they are in the classroom but they will feel real life conversation. That is 
the reason why the teacher could use authentic material as the media in the 
classroom in teaching tenses. It can be assumed that the English teacher 
needs to use authentic material in teaching tenses. 
Based on the reason above, the writer is interested to conduct a research 
entitled “The Effect of Authentic material towards Students’ Tenses Mastery 
at the Eighth Class of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Way Sulan Lampung Selatan 
in 2015/2016”. Therefore, the writer formulated the problems as “Is there any 
effect of using Authentic material towards students’ Tenses mastery?”. 
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Authentic Material 
Gebhard (2006:103) states “Authentic material includes anything that is 
used to communicate”. It means that everything used by the human being can 
be called as authentic material. The conversation or the story created by the 
native speakers could also be called authentic materials. 
As stated by Gebhard (2006:105), authentic material can reinforce for 
students the direct relation between the language classroom and outside the 
world. Media in the classroom is one of the factors that affect the students` 
interest in learning process. Sometimes, the teacher only use textbook to 
explain the material in the classroom. As the time goes, the students will feel 
bored. Therefore, we teacher can use interesting media in delivering the 
material. The students sometimes like to feel that they are outside of the 
classroom. They will think how to communicate when they are in real life. 
In modern era, we do not find difficulties anymore to find out the 
material for the classroom. We can access what we want in the internet. 
Internet provides many source of lesson. There are many websites provides 
the needs of students` material. It is supported by Hadley (2001:140) states 
that “The ready availability of authentic materials from the internet, satelite 
down-links, and videotapes, DVDs and computer software provide today`s 
students with truly contextualized and up-to-date information”. It means that 
we are able to use authentic material in the classroom as the media to deliver 
the material. 
We should not doubt the content of the authentic material. It is used by 
the native speakers in the communication. The rightness of the language used 
in authentic material is not the problem. By imitating the language user we 
can learn the foreign language directly. We can see how the language is used 
and how they communicate each other. As stated by Harmer (2001:205) 
“Authentic material is language where no concessions are made to foreign 
speakers”. It means the language in authentic material really used by native 
speakers. We can identify how they construct the sentence so that we can 
know the rules in that language. 
Authentic materials are as follows: 
1. Authentic Listening/Viewing Materials 
Silent films; Tv Commercials, quiz shows, cartoons, news, comedy shows, 
drama movies, and soap operas; radio news, dramas, and ads; 
professionally audiotaped short stories and novels; pop, rock, country, 
film, and children song`s; home videos; professionally videotaped travel 
logs, documentaries and sale pitches 
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2. Authentic Visual Materials 
Slides; photographs; paintings; sketches; drawing by children; stick-figure 
drawings; wordless street signs; calendar pictures; picture from travel, 
news, and popular magazines; ink blots; postcard pictures; wordless 
picture books; stamps; X-rays. 
3. Authentic printed materials 
Newspaper articles, cartoons, advertisements, movie advertisement, 
astrology columns, sports reports, obituary columns, and advice columns, 
and advice columns, travel  magazines; science, math, and history books; 
short stories; novels, books of photographs; lyric to popular, rock, folk, 
and children`s songs; restaurant menus; street sign; postcard; currency; 
cereal boxes, candy wrappers; university catalog, department store`s 
catalogs, telephone books; world, city and relief maps; calendars, tv guide, 
driver`s licenses, comic books, greeting cards, business cards, bank checks 
and deposit forms, grocery coupons; hotel registration forms; pins with 
messages; bus, plane, train, taxi, and jitney schedules; text subtitles for the 
hearing impaired. 
Wallace (1993:8) states “Text means any chunk of written language 
which carries a whole meaning and is desirable by some term such as 
warning, novel or letter. It means a text is the form of language that has a 
meaning. The text constructed based on the rules of grammar. We are able to 
find out the language features in a text. Therefore, the text can be used in 
learning process. 
It is supported by Larsen (2003:67) who states “A text is any stretch of 
language that functions as a whole unit, no matter how brief, even something 
as short as No smoking”. It can be assumed that text is the language that has 
meaning. We can learn language from the text created in the real life. If we 
learn English in the life context it will make us be closer in the use of 
language.  
Mark and Kathy (1997:1) state “Creating a text requires us to make 
choices about the words we use and how we put them together”. It means that 
when we are making a text we have to know how the words are constructed. 
Choosing the words will determine the content the quality of a text.  From 
authentic material the students can learn how the grammar is used to 
construct the words. The text has been created by native speaker so that the 
text is valid. Grammar features can be found in the text. 
It is supported by Brown (2001:373) who states “At very simple, 
mechanical level, a text might be used to get a certain verb tense”. It means 
we can find the tense in the text. Verbs are always used in making a text. It is 
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because verb is the core thing in a text. The texts consist of grammar depends 
on the kinds of the texts. For instance, recount text usually consists of past 
tense forms. It is also supported by Thornburry (1999:3) who states “Texts 
and words also have grammar, in the sense that there are rules governing how 
both texts are words are organized”. It can be assumed that in every text 
consist of grammar. The text is designed based on the rules and the 
organization in order to produce understandable text. 
Based on the theories above, the writer assumes that the text created to 
be used in communication has each own rules and grammar. Therefore, using 
authentic material is one of the good ways to analyze the rules and pattern of 
the sentences. The rules can be learnt and it can be shown to the students 
then. It is also can be assumed as the way to teach rules of the text. 
The procedures of teaching tenses through authentic material: 
1. The teacher firstly plays music or story that contains target tenses. 
2. Students read (or listen to) the text that contain the target tenses. 
3. Students highlight the target tenses in the text.  
4. Students check the meaning of the target tenses. 
5. Students check the form of the target tenses. 
6. The teacher highlights the pronunciation of the target tenses. 
7. The teacher provides controlled to freer practice of the target tenses. 
8.  The teacher reviews the result of the students. 
(Topadm, 2014) 
Based on the theories and explanation above, it can be concluded that 
authentic material is the good media in teaching grammar. Authentic text 
provides students with the authenticity of language. It will be effective in 
learning process by using authentic material. The students will be closer to 
the real life communication and they will be more interested in learning 
tenses. 
 
METHOD 
In this research, the writer used quasi-experimental research method. The 
subject of the research was the students of eighth class at SMP 
Muhammadiyah 1 Way Sulan Lampung Selatan in 2015/2016. The subjects 
of the research are taken from two classes. The first class was used as 
experimental class that was taught by using authentic material and the second 
class was used as the control class that was taught by using the textbook. The 
total numbers of sample are 72 students. In this research, the writer used 
cluster random sampling. For the data collecting technique, the writer used 
tenses test. For testing the hypothesis, the researcher used t-test formula. 
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RESULT 
After conducting eight times treatments both for experimental class and 
control class, the researcher could get some data related to the students’ 
tenses score. In the experimental class, the highest score is 87.5, the lowest 
score is 40, and the mean score is 60. Meanwhile, in control class, the highest 
score is 80, the lowest score is 35, and the mean is 60.  
As the requirement of t-test, the data of this research need to be tested 
for the normality and the homogeneity. After calculating the data, it is found 
that the data of the experimental class show that       
  (7.25) was lower than 
      
 
(0.05) (7.81). It can be concluded that the data of the experimental class 
are in normal distribution. Furthermore, from the data of the control class, it 
can be seen that       
  (5.88) was lower than       
 
(0.05) (7.81). It can be 
concluded that the data of the control class are in normal distribution. From 
the computation of homogeneity test of normality data. It can be seen that 
Fratio (1.04) is lower than Ftable(0.05) (1.80). Because Fratio is lower than Ftable, it 
can be concluded that the data are homogeneous. It can be concluded that the 
data of the experimental class and control class are in normal distribution and 
homogeneous. 
After providing that the data are normal and homogeneous, the data 
was analized using t-test formula. The result of t computation shows that t-
test is 2.47 while t-table at the significance level of 0.05 is 1.67 and the level 
of significance of 0.01 is 2.39. It can be seen that t-test (2.39) is higher than t-
table ((1.67), (2.39)). It means that alternative hypothesis (Ha) is accepted 
while Null Hypothesis (H0) is rejected. Thus, it can be concluded that there is 
a significant influence students’ tenses mastery between students taught by 
using authentic material than students’ tenses mastery taught by using 
textbook. 
The research show that the class taught by using authentic material was 
higher than students taught by using textbook. The mean of the scores of the 
experimental class is 68.13, while the mean of the scores of control class is 
60.15. It can be concluded that the students taught by using using authentic 
material was higher than the students taught by using textbook. Therefore, in 
this case, authentic material is more effective in teaching English, especially 
in helping the students to understand the tenses. 
Without having the same knowledge of language, it is impossible for 
someone to gain meaning of others`. According to Mark and Kathy (1998:1) 
state, “We are not born with language. We have to learn how to use it and 
understand it so we can gain meaning and communicate our messages to 
others”.  People should learn the language by theirselves to know how to use 
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the language. Moreover, it will be more difficult to master foreign language 
such as English because it is not used in daily communication by the 
Indonesian society. According to Setiyadi (2006:22) states “In Indonesia, 
English is learnt only at schools and people do not speak the language in the 
society”. The students should be able to utilize the opportunity to speak 
English well in the classroom because they have no place anymore to practice 
English. Talking about English, it also concerns with the rules of it. As stated 
by Widdowson in Murcia (2001:234) “Language learning is essentially 
grammar learning and it is a mistake to think otherwise”. Tense is one of the 
important things in mastering a language. By using Tenses correctly in 
communicating, we can minimize the misunderstanding to each other. Tense 
is a set of rules derived from a language, rules that most of its native speakers 
rarely care about. However, these enable them to communicate each other 
without creating misunderstanding and misinterpretation. The most of people 
do not realize that when they express themselves through writing or speaking, 
what they write or speak have patterns in their communication. In teaching 
tenses, the teachers should be able to use various technique or media in order 
to gain students` motivation. 
In this case, the writer applied media in teaching tenses. Media also 
took apart in the classroom especially in learning process. If the teachers only 
use textbook in the classroom it willl make the students be bored in learning 
process. The media used in this research was authentic material. By using it, 
the students knew how to construct sentence in a good order because they 
directly guided to the language use. 
Based on the research of teaching Tenses by using Authentic Material 
at SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Way Sulan Lampung Selatan, the writer found that 
the average score of students’ tenses mastery in experimental class was 68.13 
and the average score of students’ tenses mastery in control class was 60.15.  
It means that the average score of students’ tenses mastery who learn tenses 
through Authentic Material was higher than those students who learn tenses 
through the textbook. The writer also found that the result of calculation by 
using ttest  formula showed  ttest was higher than ttable with significance level 
5% and 1% (2.00<2.51>2.39).  It can be concluded that there is a positive 
significant influence of using Authentic Material towards students’ tenses 
mastery at the eighth class of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Way Sulan Lampung 
Selatan in 2015/2016. 
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CONCLUSION 
The writer can give a conclusion that there is a significant influence of 
Authentic Material towards students’ Tenses mastery at the eighth class of 
SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Way Sulan Lampung Selatan in 2015/2016. 
Authentic Material is an appropriate media for teaching Tenses because this 
media can increase students’ motivation to learn and master Tenses. By using 
this media, the students were closer to the language use. The students could 
know directly how the sentences pattern in the text. Meanwhile, the students 
which were taught by using textbook fall bored in learning process because 
of they only open the book, read the material and did the excercise. It caused 
the atmosphere of learning process was not enjoyable. 
 
REFERENCES 
Anderson, Ketty and Anderson, Mark.(1997).Text Type in English 1. 
Australia: Macmilan Education Australia Pty Ltd. 
---------------------------.(1998).Text Type in English 3. Australia: Machmilan 
Education Australia Pty Ltd. 
Arikunto.  (2006).Prosedur Penelitian. Jakarta: Rineka Cipta. 
Bathia, S. (1995).High School English Grammar and Composition. New 
Delhi :Book Palace. 
Biber, Douglas and friends.(2002). Student Grammar of Spoken and Written 
English. England: Longman. 
Brown, H. Douglas. (1994). Language Assessment, Principles and 
Classroom Practices. USA: San Francisco  State University 
-------------. (2001). Teaching by Principles and Interactive Approach   
to Language  Pedagogy. USA: San Francisco  State University 
------------. (2007).Principles of language Learning and Teaching: 
SanFrancisco  State University 
Gebhard, Jerry. G. (1996).Teaching English as a Foreign or Second 
Language. United States of America. The University of Michigan Press. 
----------------------(2006).Teaching English as a Foreign or Second 
Language. United States of America. The University of Michigan Press. 
Harmer, Jeremy.(2001). The Practice of English Language Teaching. 
England. Third Edition Longman. 
----------------(2004).The Practice of English Language Teaching. England.  
Fourth Edition Longman. 
Gronlund, E. Norman. (2009). Assessment Students` Achievement. Nine 
Edition. USA 
THE EFFECT OF AUTHENTIC MATERIAL TOWARDS 
STUDENTS’ TENSES MASTERY  
 (Aksendro Maximilian) 
 
77 
LENTERA  
STKIP-PGRI Bandar Lampung, Vol. 2 2017 
 
Huddleston, Rodney and Pullum K, Geofrey.(2007). A student’s Introduction 
to English Grammar. United States:  Cambridge University Press. 
Johnson, Burke. (2000). Educational Research: Quantitative and Qualitative 
Approaches. USA: A Pearson Education Company. 
Jourdan, C. And Tuite, Kevin.(2006). Language Culture and Society. New 
York: Cambridge University Press. 
Knapp, Peter and Watkins Megan.(2005). Teaching Genre, Text and 
Grammar .Australia: University of New South Wales. 
Larsen, Diane.(2003).Teaching Language From Grammar to Grammaring. 
USA: Heinle. 
Lynne, Cameron. (2001). Teaching Language to Young Learners. United 
Kingdom:  Cambridge University Press. 
Murcia, Celce M. (2001). Teaching English as the Second Language. 
California: Universityof California. 
Murphy, Raymond. (1998). English Grammar in Use. United Kingdom: 
Cambridge University Press. 
Nunan, David. (2003). Practical English Language Teaching. Americas, 
New York: Mc-graw-Hill/Contemporary. 
Omaggio Hadley, Alice. (2001). Teaching Language in Context. United 
States: Wendy Nelson. 
Penston, Tony. (2005). A Concise Grammar for English Language Teaching. 
Ireland: TP Publications. 
Riddle, David. (2010). Teach EFL. United Kingdom: McGraw Hill 
Companies 
Setiyadi, B. (2006). Metode Penelitian Untuk Pengajaran Bahasa Asing. 
Yogyakarta: Graha Ilmu. 
--------------. (2006). Teaching English as a Foreign Language. Yogyakarta: 
Graha Ilmu. 
Sudjana.(1996). Metoda Statistika. Bandung: Tarsito. 
Sutiyono, A. (2014). Integrated English Grammar. Bandar Lampung: 
Gunung Pesagi. 
Thornbury, Scott .(1999). How to Teach Grammar. England: Longman. 
Wallac, Catherine. (1993). Language Teaching Reading. United Kingdom: 
Oxford University Press.  
 
 
 
 
 
THE EFFECT OF AUTHENTIC MATERIAL TOWARDS 
STUDENTS’ TENSES MASTERY  
 (Aksendro Maximilian) 
 
78 
LENTERA  
STKIP-PGRI Bandar Lampung, Vol. 2 2017 
 
Biodata Penulis : 
Aksendro Maximilian, S.Pd., M.Pd. adalah dosen tetap pada Program 
Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris STKIP PGRI Bandar Lampung. Lahir 
di Bandar Lampung, pada tanggal 8 Nopember 1988. Menyelesaikan 
pendidikan S1 pada Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris 
Universitas Bengkulu pada tahun 2010. Pada tahun 2012, menyelesaikan 
pendidikan S2 Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris Pascasarjana Universitas 
Sebelas Maret Surakarta (UNS Solo). 
 
